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GOVERNOR-GENERAL OF 
on Friday, the 20th August 1948 
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BY THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES FOR 
THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE CITY OF BANGALORE 
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Nis Excellency 


Sei, €, Rajagopalachari 


Governor-General of India 
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Map Ft Please Vour Excellenc, 


E, the Chairman and Members of the Board of Trustees for the 
Improvement of the City of Bangalore, beg leave to offer to 
Your Excellency our most sincere, respectful and warm welcome on this 
occasion, which we deem to be one of historic importance to the City of 
Bangalore and at the same time, the proudest in the annals of this great 
City. 
This is a day which will be remembered for all time as the one on 
which the first Indian Governor-General of a Free and Independent 
India visited the administrative Capital of the State of Mysore in which 
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he, as a young lad, had his education and spent the early years of his 
most eventful career. 

Your Excellency, Bangalore, with its most enviable climate, its 
commercial and strategic importance, has during these many years 
spread far beyond the original confines of its famous Founder, Magadi 
Kempe Gowda of revered memory. Today, it has a population of nearly 
five lakhs, crowded in about 32,000 houses, which by the standards 
set by the Planning Authorities is less by nearly 65,000 than the 
required number. 

The Housing shortage is therefore phenomenally acute, more 
perhaps than in any other important city in India. The City has its slums 


and its development and expansion has not kept pace, with its increas- 

ing population, despite the fact that many extensions have been formed 
from time to time. 

The Government of Mysore, always solicitous of the welfare of its 

people and to meet the requirements of this growing City, formed the 

: Bangalore City Improvement Trust Board under an Act of the Legis- 

, lature. The Trust Board started functioning in November 1945. The 

Board formulated schemes with requisite plans and estimates for open- 

ing out new Extensions and a Western Industrial Suburb. Government 

sanctioned in January 1948 this Extension what was then called 

Kankanpalya Extension at an estimated cost of Rs. 75,00,000. Ie 
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| covers an area of nearly 1,500 acres and is intended to provide 6,000 
sites of various dimensions mostly meant for the poor and middle 
classes. Care is taken to have wide roads, boulevards, extensive parks 
and playgrounds, with places earmarked for other civic amenities like 
hospitals, colleges, schools and temples, an Extension where the 

 — Harijan and the Depressed Classes can all live together with all other 
classes and not lead a secluded and segregated existence. This is the 
Extension which has the proud privilege of being inaugurated by Your 
Excellency this day. 

Fi Apart from this, another Expansion Scheme, the Kumara Park 

N West, has been sanctioned and work is being pushed through at a cost 
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of Rs. 3,30,000 and providing accommodation for 244 houses. 104 
Tenemental Quarters and 50 middle class houses at a cost of 
Rs. 5,98,600 are nearing completion. It is intended to build 100 more 
houses in this Extension. 

Towards the west of Bangalore, an Industrial Suburb covering an 
area of nearly 2,000 acres, at an estimated cost of over Rs. 50 lakhs is 
being laid out, with provision for a Housing area to accommodate 
Labour near to the place of their work and employment, care being 
however taken not to segregate Labour but to see that Labour and 
Middle Classes live together side by side and enjoy the common civic 
amenities. 


Plans for other residential Extensions and removal of slums, 
opening of roads, construction of bridges across Railway lines are 
under formulation. The Trust Board has a plan of building as many 
houses as possible for the poor and middle classes and lower income 
groups and to make sites available for those who can afford to build 
for themselves. In this great adventure, it proposes to enlist apart 
from Individuals, the co-operation of Building Societies and other 
institutions ‘such as Banks, Building Corporations, etc. With this 
growth and expansion of the City, the problem of Transport in the 
City is assuming great importance and the same is dis considered by 
the Government. 
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We will be failing in our duty if we do not record on: this 
occasion our gratitude to His Highness the Maharaja of Mysore 
for the great interest He is evincing in the orderly growth of this 
0 
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City and the provision of necessary amenities to the citizens. We 
are indeed happy that the Extension is to be called ‘“‘ JAYANAGAR ” 
after the name of His Highness. His is a reign which has become 
memorable on account of the establishment of Responsible Government 
in Mysore. 

It is a happy augury and we feel greatly encouraged and inspired 
by Your Excellency vouchsafing to inaugurate this Extension Scheme. 
It will be our endeavour to see that this Extension when formed will be 


{ worthy of the Great Personage who blessed it and the Illustrious Ruler 

a whose name it will bear. It is a matter of gratification that the 

Foundation-Stone of the very first building in this extensive and 
picturesque area is to be laid by Your Excellency this day. 

In conclusion, we wish Your Excellency long life, health 

and happiness and many years of service in the cause of Mother 

India who counts You among the most honoured and noblest of her 

sons. May it be given to Your Excellency to steer the ship of 

State through all the trials and tribulations and storms and stresses 

that She is passing through to the haven of Peace, Contentment and 


Happiness. 


We request Your Excellency now to be pleased to inaugurate the u 
Extension. : 
We beg to remain, 
Your Excellency’s Most Respectful 
and Ardent Admirers, 

THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE R 

BANGALORE CIty, BOARD OF TRUSTEES FOR THE 1 
20th August vom IMPROVEMENT OF THE CITY OF BANGALORE. y 
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